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nette, the fishwoman said: " It is so long, Madame,
that we have loved you without daring to say so,
that we need all our respect in order not to abuse
the permission to express it to you." Finally, turn-
ing to the cradle in which the Dauphin was tying,
" You cannot understand the wishes which we utter
over your cradle; but some day perhaps they will be
told to you; they limit themselves to seeing in you
the image of those who have given you life."

The locksmiths of Versailles accompanied otheir
homage to the King with the present of a piece of
their workmanship. It was a secret lock. Louis
XVI., who took a great interest in mechanics, wanted
to find out the secret for himself; he did so, and
at the moment when he found out the combination,
there sprang from the lock a steel dauphin of admi-
rable workmanship. The King was delighted; he
said that their present gave him great pleasure, and
rewarded them handsomely.

January 21, 1782, the city of Paris gave great fes-
tivities to celebrate the birth of an heir to the throne.
January 21! Always fateful dates ! Always mys-
terious forebodings! What was to happen exactly
eleven years later to a day? But why think of the ter-
rible future ? Let us drive away gloomy thoughts I Is
it not right that Marie Antoinette, with such trials and
tortures before her, should have her hour of glory
and triumph? What grace and charm masked the
beautiful and august Queen on that day when Provi-
dence seemed to bless her, and France was uttering